A Technology Enhanced Learning Environment

PRESENTING THE PARENT FUNDED 1:1 MACBOOK PROGRAM
At Aubin Grove our purpose is to provide an outstanding educational environment in which all
students are successful learners. We place the needs of our students first and foremost at all times
and strive to prepare them for the dynamic and challenging world in which they live. Technology is
increasingly integral to learning in our ever changing world. The 1:1 MacBook program maximises
the learning environment, builds stronger links between the home and school learning
environments and empowers students to take more control of their learning.

“I’ve never come across an “engaged” student who disengages when provided with
access to technology but I have seen countless “disengaged” students who become
engaged or “switch on” whenever they’re given technology to use in their learning.”

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHY APPLE MACBOOK?
Aubin Grove Primary School has chosen to
implement Apple technology for the following
reasons:
• The Apple MacBook offers superior, intuitive
programs and an extensive media suite which
is highly relevant to our classroom learning
environment.
• The broad range of educational software such
as: Garageband, iPhoto, iTunes, iMovie,
Pages, Numbers and Keynote. These creative
tools are highly engaging to students and
enable them to easily apply them in ways that
increase learning across all subject areas
including Music, Japanese and Art.
• The Mac OSX operating system offers parents
greater control over the use of the MacBook
during home hours.
• Our school is an existing Apple environment
enabling the MacBooks to connect easily to
existing complementary devices in use
throughout the school such as iPads, iMacs,
iPhones and iPods.

HOW WILL MY CHILD’S EDUCATIONAL
OUTCOMES BE IMPROVED? – THIS IS A LOT
OF MONEY AND I NEED TO BE SURE THAT IT
IS VALUE FOR MONEY.
Aubin Grove Primary School (AGPS) would not
be presenting such an opportunity if they did not
believe students would benefit and that parents
would receive value for money. Student needs
and their education is at the heart of every
decision AGPS makes. The 1:1 MacBook
Program is a tool offering enhanced
opportunities for students to be empowered, take
ownership of their learning and ultimately have
access to our ‘Technology Enhanced Learning
Environment.’
The 1:1 MacBook Program will deliver the
following benefits to students at AGPS:
- Greater student motivation to learn and engage
- Enhanced student access to more information
at point-of-need
- Development of higher order thinking skills and
broader creativity (Blooms Taxonomy)
- Increased collaborative learning, self-reflection
& goal setting
- Allows students to present a greater range of
opportunities for students to construct and
express knowledge and skills in relevant and
meaningful ways
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WILL MY CHILD’S BASIC NUMERACY AND
LITERACY SUFFER? I’M WORRIED THE
MACBOOKS WILL EXCLUDE ESSENTIAL
TRADITIONAL LEARNING.
MacBooks are a highly effective tool designed to
complement and enhance the current teaching
and learning programs at AGPS. By no means is
it a replacement of the already proven teaching
and learning practices that currently take place
within each classroom. Teachers will continue to
plan learning experiences across all subject
areas using the Australian Curriculum but with
increased access to technology to enhance the
desired student outcomes. Numeracy, literacy
and handwriting skills that are part of the
Australian Curriculum will continue to be taught
at AGPS. The MacBooks offer teachers the
ability to employ more extensive approaches to
teaching numeracy and literacy including greater
scope for more individualised instruction at point
of need.
HOW MUCH TIME WILL STUDENTS USE THE
LAPTOPS IN THE CLASSROOM?
The amount of time the MacBooks will be used
will vary from day to day depending on the
discretion of the teacher and the task involved.
Thus, the amount of use depends on each
individual student’s needs as well as the activity
or project at hand. There is the potential to use
the MacBooks for all subject areas including
specialist subjects such as Art, Japanese and
Music. However, teachers will decide when and
how much the laptops will be used per lesson,
per week in order to meet individual and
classroom needs.
Parents can be assured that this tool will be used
effectively to maximise their child’s educational
outcomes.
ARE TEACHERS EQUIPPED TO UTILISE
SUCH A TOOL TO ACHIEVE THE GREATEST
RESULTS?
All teaching staff involved are skilled in the use of
MacBooks and associated software. Aubin Grove
is committed to training and maintaining staff
skills and knowledge at the highest level in the
area of technology integration. The teachers’
ongoing training and expertise is carefully guided
to effectively maximise the success of the 1:1
MacBook Program. Aubin Grove Primary School
is committed to this and to maintaining and
supporting high staff skills and abilities.

AS A PARENT I DON’T KNOW MUCH ABOUT
COMPUTERS – WILL THERE BE ANY
SUPPORT FOR PARENTS IF THE LAPTOPS
ARE TO BE USED AT HOME?
AppleCare support is your first line of defence for
home issues. ‘How do I connect to my WiFi’,
‘How do I add a printer?’, ‘How do I make a
movie?’ and ‘How do I import my photos and
music?’ are just some of the questions
AppleCare can assist you with. All MacBooks
bought through our education partner Winthrop
Australia come with AppleCare extended
warranty, so you can use this service for a full 3
years. For more information, please visit http://
www.apple.com/au/support/contact/.
Students will also be taught the necessary skills
so that parent reliance at home will be minimal.
Students learn quickly and you will be amazed
how much they will be able to teach you!
In addition, we are hoping to provide
opportunities to teach those parents who are
interested in complementing, understanding and
enhancing their child’s learning through using the
MacBooks at home. We at Aubin Grove Primary
School are strongly community orientated and it
is vital that parents are also empowered to
participate in their child’s education.
WHAT IF NOT EVERYONE IN THE CLASS
HAS A MACBOOK?
Teachers will still have access to the school’s
banks of MacBooks, as they do now. In this
situation, students without a 1:1 MacBook may
need to share a school device and won’t have it
available for use at home .
The 1:1 program is about using the current
classroom environment and enhancing it through
technology. The MacBook is a tool that
complements current teaching and learning
practices. It does not replace them.
A key difference will be that those students who
do have their own MacBook will typically
complete most tasks quicker because they have
more access, including home use.
I’M WORRIED ABOUT BULLYING OF THOSE
THAT DON’T HAVE A MACBOOK.
It is an integral part of Aubin Grove Primary
School’s culture to be proactive in managing the
emotional and social development of students.
This is achieved through our FISH Philosophy,
which underpins our encouraging, supportive
and caring school environment. The safety of
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your child is paramount to us and every effort will
be made to ensure that no student will be
disadvantaged in their emotional development or
learning capacity, whether it is connected to
access to MacBooks or any other issue.
HOW DO WE PROTECT OUR CHILDREN
F R O M C E R TA I N I N T E R N E T S I T E S ,
FACEBOOK BULLYING AND THE LIKE?
All students will access the school network and
internet using their own username and
password. This activity can be tracked and
monitored by the AGPS Administration, with the
tools provided by the Department of Education.
The school already has policies and procedures
dealing with Internet use. Teachers will also be
given tools to track student activity on the
MacBooks while at school. In addition, teachers
are trained, aware and proactive in behaviour
management in the classroom to ensure that
students stay on task.
Cyber safety will be
explicitly taught to all students.
One of the key reasons for using a MacBook
over other laptops is its operating system. Mac
OS X offers parents the ability to control the use
of the laptop at home, such as limiting
operational hours on the weekend, or setting a
bed time limit for school days. Parents are
encouraged to adopt strategies at home for
monitoring the use of the laptop in an open and
guiding manner, by setting rules such as no use
after certain hours of the evening or no use
behind closed doors.
WHAT IF MY CHILD FORGETS THEIR
MACBOOK ON THE DAY?
As part of school policy, it will be the child’s
responsibility to bring their 1:1 MacBook each
day. It is felt that the children will quickly adapt to
accepting responsibility of their laptop and it
should become as second nature to them as
bringing their school bag each day.
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT THAT EVERYONE
HAS THE SAME COMPUTER?
Technology and software needs to be consistent
between all students and the teacher. This
ensures that no student is disadvantaged
because their computer cannot support the
required technology.

DO I HAVE TO PURCHASE A MACBOOK
THROUGH THIS PACKAGE OR CAN I
SOURCE MY OWN?
Winthrop Australia, in conjunction with Apple
Education, provides AGPS parents with a heavily
discounted MacBook, that includes the 3 Year
AppleCare warranty. The pricing offered to AGPS
cannot be matched by 3rd party retailers (JBHiFi,
Dick Smith, etc) due to these heavy discounts.
AGPS also work with Winthrop in providing a
‘school image’ for machines purchased through
the portal. This image will give students instant
access to the school network as well as free
programs and settings.
Winthrop Australia also provides warranty and
insurance support through the school
administration to ensure any issues are resolved
as soon as possible.
Claims for warranty and insurance not purchased
through Winthrop Australia’s portal cannot be
supported in the same way.
IS THE SCHOOL PROPERLY EQUIPPED TO
SUPPORT THE PROGRAM (SERVERS,
WIRELESS TECHNOLOGY ETC)?
Yes, the school’s network is resourced and
supported by the Department of Education.
HOW DO YOU SET UP THE LAPTOPS TO USE
INTERNET AT SCHOOL AND HOME?
The laptops use WiFi to connect to the school
network, with this configuration provided by
Winthrop Australia as part of the ‘school image’.
To access internet at home (via WiFi or through a
USB dongle), parents are welcome to utilise the
services of AppleCare (133 622) for assistance in
connecting to the home network.
HAS THE SCHOOL CONSIDERED A BANK OF
MACBOOKS RATHER THAN INDIVIDUAL
OWNERSHIP?
Our school already has bought two mobile
trolleys containing 30 MacBooks each. They are
shared among classes for use on a timetabled
basis. Student access to those MacBooks will be
limited as the population in Years 3-6 grows,
even if another trolley is bought. The 1:1
Program overcomes this issue and embraces
teaching and learning in ways that can’t be
achieved otherwise.
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WHAT SOFTWARE WILL BE AVAILABLE ON
THE MACBOOKS?
The MacBooks are delivered with pre-installed
software that is appropriate for immediate use in
the classroom. For more information, please visit
http://www.apple.com/au/osx/
Students will also have the ability to load their
own software. Parents will be given the
appropriate tools (with support from AppleCare)
to adjust, monitor, restrict and control what
students can install on their devices.
WHAT IS THE FULL COST TO ME AS A
PARENT AND WHAT ARE MY FUNDING
OPTIONS?
Please refer to the “Parent Funded 1:1 MacBook
Program Pricing Proposal,” for the MacBook and
pricing packages, including optional insurance.
There are also leasing options available for those
that choose to not pay for a MacBook outright.
The cost depends on which computer is bought
and what is in the chosen package (insurance,
etc).
HOW DOES THE RENTAL AGREEMENT
WORK?
This information can be found on the Winthrop
Portal.
WHAT HAPPENS AT THE END OF THE
RENTAL AGREEMENT?
This information can be found on the Winthrop
Portal. The family then owns the MacBook
outright.
WILL THE COMPUTERS BE INSURED OR DO
I NEED TO ARRANGE THIS MYSELF?
If leasing, please check on the Winthrop portal
for insurance information.
If choosing to purchase outright, additional
insurance can be purchased from Protecsure
Insurance. Please check the Winthrop portal for
more information.
Parents are also encouraged to check with their
Home & Contents insurance for coverage details.

child will still receive the same high quality
education we have always provided at Aubin
Grove but without the benefits of having his/her
own laptop at school and at home.
WHAT IF I ALREADY OWN A MACBOOK?
You can use your own existing MacBook as long
as it is under warranty and has been upgraded to
the current operating system.
It will also require re-imaging to the school image
which would mean that all existing programs and
data would be lost unless it has been correctly
backed up previously.
WHY HAVE A 1:1 MACBOOK PROGRAM AND
NOT A 1:1 IPAD PROGRAM?
MacBooks provide greater potential for student
use than iPads. There is not a thing that an iPad
can do that a MacBook can’t but a MacBook has
all the functions of an iPad and more.
Fundamentally, an iPad is primarily designed for
“consuming” or using content, while a MacBook
is more suitable for creating original content,
which will be its core purpose at school.
Ergonomically, the MacBook is better suited for
typing and the software suite that accompanies
the MacBook is more extensive. The use of
iPads is limited to the available apps. MacBooks
are also superior for word processing,
spreadsheet manipulation and file management.
Unlike iPads, MacBooks have greater in-built
security and the capacity for teachers and
parents to monitor the student’s usage.
Furthermore, the presumed cheaper cost of an
iPad is unfounded as for the purposes of school,
a 64Mb device is required, with accompanying
mouse, keyboard and purchase of apps. iPads
can only also come with a three year lease due
to their shorter life span.
All these factors make the cost of an iPad
program only slightly cheaper than a MacBook.

WHAT IF I CAN’T AFFORD TO BUY A
LAPTOP?
A lease option is available for families who
choose not to purchase a MacBook outright. If
you choose not to lease or buy a MacBook, your
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