
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Principal’s Report for the School Board 
Week 8, Term 4, 2019 

 
 
Recognition of Contribution for 2019 
I would like to take this opportunity to recognise the contributions and efforts of our members of the AGPS 
School Board for 2019 and thank all involved for their collaboration and efforts. Led by Board Chair, Mike 
Van Dongen the board has again provided our school with the essential links required to maintain a positive 
relationship with our families and wider community, in addition to supporting the decision-making processes 
required throughout the year to drive continuous whole school improvement. I would especially like to thank 
you all formally for your contributions to our second successful Independent Public-School Review in Term 
1, for developing and completing the skills matrix to understand the strengths of our board and for 
implementing and reflecting on our annual school board survey, in addition to the professional learning and 
training that has been completed by members throughout 2019. 
 
I would especially like to thank Mrs Joan Weston for her contributions as a foundation member to the school 
and in particular, our commencement as an Independent Public School. 
 
I appreciate the valuable contributions that she has made to the three cycles of Aubin Grove School Business 
Plan, board’s ‘Terms of Reference’ and our application and subsequent success in ‘Primary School of the Year’ 
and ‘Principal of the Year’ in 2016. I would also like to thank her for her efforts towards our two external 
school reviews in 2014 and 2019, along with providing the board with endless advice and support on the 
many school matters that have arisen over our ten-year history. 
 
I wish you all a very well deserved, happy and relaxing festive season and look forward to continue working 
you all again in 2020. 
 
 
Administration and Staff Changes for 2020 
Staffing for 2020 is currently underway and should be finalised over the next two weeks, with the 
administration requesting the renewal of the fixed term staff contracts for 2019. We did still run a fixed term 
staffing process in Term 3 to cover any vacancies due to staff members taking leave for their children and 
some other staff members accepting short term positions at other schools.  
 
Currently, our student numbers have not yet stabilised, due to families moving in and out of the area, 
however, as of Week 8, Term 4 our student enrolment projection is 1062. We are commencing with five 
Kindergarten classes, down from one this year, as between our network of schools (Hammond Park PS, 
Honeywood PS and to some extent Harmony PS), we determined that our K classes are quite consistent 
across all schools. As our projections predicted, we have now reached our capacity numbers and will now 
slowly decline each year, losing one class each year. This is due to many homeowners now moving into their 
completed buildings at Honeywood and enrolling their children into their intake area school. 
 
The annual transition afternoon will take place in Week 9, Friday 13th December and upon the conclusion of 
the event, class lists will be posted to the Connect site for families. Families have been provided with 
notifications about this change in communication from the front office since the commencement of Term 4. 
 

!



 
Reporting to Parents 
In accordance with the direction of the department, we will be again moving to communicate the formal 
Semester 2 report electronically from Week 10 this term. These reports will only be available now via Connect 
as per our electronic reporting to parent’s phase-in, which commenced in Semester 2 2018. The school 
community has been notified from the commencement of this year of this change in storage, accessibility 
and the processes that will be required to access the report. Most families are now very familiar with 
accessing the Connect page and our front office staff have had minimal contact from families requiring 
support to set up. 
 
 
Carpark Issues 
As communicated to all families last week via Connect, was have recently experienced two car incidents in 
the Lyon Road carpark, with significant damage occurring to all of the cars involved. Fortunately, no individual 
was seriously injured, although one child was hit by a moving car in the first incident. All involved were 
checked and cleared by their doctor. These incidents highlight the fact that despite administration’s best 
efforts through providing patrols of the carparks before and after school, some parents persist in making 
careless decisions in the dropping off and picking up of their children. East Ward Councillor, Lara Kirkwood, 
has brought this issue to the attention again to Cockburn City Council and patrols of ranger services have 
been increased until the conclusion of the year. Parking etiquette notes have been placed on cars around 
these parking spaces over the past week and administration staff have been supporting families to follow the 
correct procedures when driving around the school site. Hopefully all of these proactive measures will 
improve the situation; however, the school would love for the P and C members to support them when 
speaking to the community regarding these issues. 
 
End of Year School Events 2019  
It is with excited anticipation, mixed with sadness that we say a final farewell to our graduating Year 6 
students on Thursday 12th December. This event will again be held at the Mount Pleasant Baptist Church and 
led by Deputy Craig Fritchley and the 2019 Year 6 teaching team. Our graduation ceremonies are always very 
special occasion, which acknowledge the hard work and dedication of our Year 6 students throughout their 
time here at Aubin Grove. It will also be the first occasion where we formally welcome Hammond Park 
Secondary college to the ceremony to present the very first HPSC scholarship recipient for 2020. Our students 
also get to celebrate their friendships and time at Aubin Grove PS at our annual Graduation Dinner Dance to 
be held at the Coogee Beach Surf Club on Tuesday 10th December. 
 
We welcome all students and their families to our final whole school community event for 2020; our end of 
year concert. This year’s theme, ‘Dancing Through the Decades’ will be a celebration of music from our past 
and present, in addition to announcing our LEAF award winners and new student leadership team for 2020. 
The concert will commence at 5:30pm and we hope that all families will take this opportunity to bring a picnic, 
spend some time with their friends and enjoy the entertainment provided throughout the evening!  
 

 
Mesha Steel 
PRINCIPAL 


